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PROCEDURE FOR HEARING OBJECTIONS AT COMMITTEE MEETINGS

When a planning application is reported on the agenda as a Planning Application
for Decision at one of the Council’s Development Committees, objectors and the
applicant/supporters will be able to address that Committee on any planning issues
raised by the application, provided that they follow the procedures set out below.

For each planning application up to two objectors can address the Committee for
up to three minutes each. The applicant or his/her supporter can address the
Committee for an equivalent time to that allocated for objectors (ie 3 or 6 minutes).

All requests to address a Committee meeting should be confirmed in writing or by
e-mail to the Committee Clerk by 4pm on the Friday prior to the meeting. This
communication should confirm the details of the intended spokesperson and
include contact telephone numbers. The Clerk will not accept requests before the
agenda has been published. For objectors, the allocation of slots will be on a first
come, first served basis. For the applicant, the clerk will advise after 4pm on the
Friday prior to the meeting whether his/her slot is 3 or 6 minutes long. This slot can
be used for supporters or other persons that the applicant wishes to present the
application to the Committee.

The order for addressing committee will be:

a) Objector(s)

b) The applicant or supporter(s)

c) Non-committee Member(s) wishing to address the committee (limited to 3
minutes each)

These will all be verbal presentations only. The distribution of additional material or
information to Members at the Committee is not permitted.

At the close of a speaker’'s address the person must take no further part in the
proceedings of the meeting, unless directed by the Chair of the Committee.

Committee members, at the discretion of the Chair, may ask questions of any
spokesperson on points of clarification only.

Where a planning application has been recommended for approval by officers and
the applicant or his/her supporter has requested to speak but there are no objectors
or non-committee members registered to speak, the Chair will ask the Committee if
any Member wishes to speak against the application. If no Member indicates that
they wish to speak against the recommendation, then the applicant or their
supporter(s) will not be expected to address the Committee.

The Chair has the ability, at his/her discretion, to vary these procedures where
there are exceptional circumstances or in the interests of natural justice.
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